MarKamusic Guide to making a Bird Caller (or Whistler)

Just like today we listen to our mediated environment (Cds, Tapes, Radio, Internet, TV) for clues, melodies and inspiration on how to write our music, thousand of years ago the first inhabitants of the Americas were also trying to replicate the only music available to them: the sounds of their aboriginal environment. An important part of the “music” heard by these first inhabitants was the singing of many birds that populated their rich surroundings. Bird callers aided humans to recreate the natural sounds of birds. Another important use of bird callers was (and still is) to use them for hunting birds such as wild turkeys and ducks. In Benton County, Tennessee prior to the construction of the dam that formed Kentucky Lake, many early Indian artifacts were unearthed among them bird callers made from bone and animal antlers. These bird callers were made from the actual wing bones of turkeys and were accurately dated to 6500 BC. Originally bird callers were made out of many materials such as bamboo, hollow wood, clay, dry gourds, animal and human bones, etc. They appear in many fanciful shapes, such as birds, insects, fruits or just plain cylindrical tubes. Nowadays, the most popular bird callers are made of plastic. Bird callers are closely related to ocarinas. 
Materials-

· A piece of PVC pipe 6” to 8” long and ¾ ” to 1 ¼ ” in diameter. The thickness of the wall should be no thicker than 1/8” , basically buy the thinnest wall PVC pipe that you can find. If you are lucky you may find a bamboo stick, which are used in gardening. Bamboo sticks can be found in gardening stores. The same measurements that you use for the PVC pipe should also be used for the bamboo stick. Try using the bamboo knot instead of the cork by cutting the pipe 1 ½” away from it. 

· A cork with a diameter wide enough to fit tightly in the PVC pipe. Cork must not be more than ½” height. If you cannot get a cork of this height you can cut a taller one with an exacto knife.

· Carpenters Glue (or other glue to glue cork in the PVC pipe).

· A hot rod or a heated Phillips screwdriver of about 1/3” diameter to open the hole on PVC pipe (you may also use any metal tool shaped as a rod or simply a drill with a 1/3” bit).

· Measuring tape.

· Sand paper.

· Black marker.

· Paint, colored paper or stickers to decorate your bird caller (any kind of acrylic paint, temperas or spray paint would do).

Note: you can get all of these materials at your local hardware store. Home depot or True Value stores are best. You may try to get together with some friends so that you can buy a PVC pipe that usually comes in lengths of eight to ten feet and then use a tube cutter or a hacksaw to cut it in 6”to 8”lengths. In this way you will get enough pieces for either 16 or 20 bird callers.

Construction of the Bird Caller:

· Clean PVC pipe well and then sand off any imperfections with the sand paper. Next, smooth all edges.

· With the measuring tape measure 1 ½ ” from one edge of the pipe and mark with the marker. 

· Next, apply some glue to the cork and fit it tightly into the end closest to where you marked the 1 ½” spot.

· Using the hot rod or a drill open the spot that you marked with the marker at 1 ½” from the edge. Make sure you don’t puncture the other sidewall of the PVC pipe while making the hole. 

· Next, use the sand paper again and smooth out the edges of the hole that you just opened.

· Finally, decorate your bird caller any way you’d like.  
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How to play your bird caller:

To produce sounds with your bird caller you must cover the open end with the palm of your hand and blow into the hole at the other end in a manner similar to how you would blow a silver flute. As you blow into the hole of the caller you can open and close the covered end so that you get two different notes. For an interesting bird-like effect, you may also roll or trill your tongue while blowing so that you will produce a sound closely resembling the trill of a bird (such as a canary). 

