MarKamusic Guide to making a shaker

Materials to make your Shaker

· A tin can with a lid (its height should be longer than its width. Any tin can would do as long as they have a lid and its dimensions are not bigger than 12” x 6”width). Try to find a tin can that also has a tin lid (rather than plastic) as these will get you a much better sound. Tin lids also allow you to change the contents to experiment with the sounds produced by different materials. 

· The can may be filled with coarse sand, small pebbles, small noodles, whole or broken seashells, rice or any kind of beans. You can be creative here and try to come up with different materials for your shaker.

· Paint, colored paper or stickers to decorate your can (any kind of acrylic paint, temperas or spray paint would do).

· Crazy Glue and duct tape or masking tape.

Note: very small tin cans will work great too (3”X 1”). In fact they produce a really bright and beautiful sound.

Construction of your Shaker

· Once you have picked a nice tin can remove all remaining contents, wash it very well and remove all paper labels and any glue on the outside of the can.

· Dry well and proceed to fill ¼ to ½ of the can with your chosen material (rice, seashells, pebbles, beans, sand)

· Seal lid of can. If it doesn’t close tightly you may use crazy glue (if you are happy with the sound) or masking tape (if you would like to experiment with the contents).

· Decorate your can any way you’d like.  
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No more than 6”

                                                          No more than 12”                      

Note: for the size of your can you may try to keep the ratio 1/3 for width/height. That                                                                                                                   means you can use the following measurements: 1”/3”, 2”/6”, 3”/9”, 4”/12”. These cans will work best for the sound and handling of the instrument, yet you may try any size can that you have available.

How to play your Shaker

Playing your shaker is the easiest thing. Just pick your favorite song and try to follow the rhythmic patterns of the song. You must hold the shaker between all of your fingers and shake it by moving it towards you and away from you in a horizontal fashion. 


Professional shakers look like this one and are mostly made out of thin cans

